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Reimagining your creative self 
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Let’s look at why we are working in ECE.

We will look at identity, self care, belief, values and learn strategies so you 

remain present.

We will look at philosophies, pedagogies and practice.

It’s all about you
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Who are you
as a 
teacher/Kaiako?

How have you made sense of 

your world, and the world of 

ECE?

What does this mean

- For you

- For you as a 

Teacher/Kaiako 

Pair and Share
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We are creating our lives through the identities 
we choose every day

beliefs and values



There are many leaders in ECE who do too much, 
keep too busy, spend a lot of time looking after 
others, and in general putting ourselves third, fourth 
or last. This seminar is intended to get you thinking, 
maybe stir up some emotions (it’s likely), and 
consider possibilities for change that will add to the 
quality and vitality of your teaching and therefore 
your life

How are you ……..really?

Limiting beliefs – your beliefs – internal dialogue 

– how you ‘see’ the world

Money:

Love:

Health:

You can’t think about what you don’t want to 

think about without thinking about it
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Thought: Thoughts become things
THOUGHT – emotion – WORDs  – – ACTION  
What we think determines . . . What we say which 
determines . . . What we tend to do 

We see what we are looking for ………………………….

What is a belief you have about 
Children under 2
Teaching in ECE
Qualifications in ECE
School based activities in ECE?

Rituals and routines (consistent and predictable and celebrate)
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Your beliefs will determine your life,
your beliefs of children will determine 

your practice
This is your philosophy
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Your Philosophy
What are your views and beliefs on:
1. all children are competent and capable learners
2. children should be independent as soon as possible
3.
4.
5.
ask each other where these views have come from?

All of the above will influence and inform your pedagogy and your practice.

Pair and Share



What about 
your pedagogy?
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Pedagogy is how we approach curriculum. What should children be learning? How do we decide the 
content of the learning? How will they learn? 

Where in our curriculum do we look for this information?
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Pedagogy is how we approach curriculum. What should children be 
learning? How do we decide the content of the learning? How will 
they learn? Pair and Share:

How do we approach pedagogy using Te Whāriki?

1. A rich curriculum for every child

2. focus on learning that matters here

3. Affirmation of language, culture and identity

4. parents and whānau are engaged

5. personalised pathways to school and kura

Te Whariki revised in 2017



Pedagogy in another country
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What is the same?

What is different?
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Teaching is not value-free
Teaching involves making minute-by-minute decisions, all of which have an impact on others’
lives. Each decision tells children and adults a little bit more about how to behave, what 
knowledge is valued, and what counts as success.

The decisions we make are inevitably shaped by our experiences, values, and beliefs –
which in turn reflect and sometimes contradict the dominant values and beliefs from the 

communities and societies of which we are part. Our decisions are therefore not impartial or 

value-free, nor are they entirely our own. Critical Theorists make the point that none of us, 
including kaiako, are immune from the influences of dominant narratives in our lives.

Understanding that teaching can never be value-free is important because over time 

decisions and practices can easily slip into taken-for-granted assumptions that become non-

negotiable. It is the unquestioned acceptance of practices that critical theorists argue lead to 
inequities in education.
Te Whariki Online
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Where in our curriculum would we find Critical 

Theory?

What has been released recently which will have an impact and influence on our practice through critical 

theory?

National Education and Learning Priorities   NELP



Underpinning theories and approaches Pg 60
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Critical Theory Pg 62

Te Whāriki reflects research that adopts critical theoretical 
lenses to examine the influence of social conditions, global 
influences and equity of opportunities  on children’s learning 
and development.
Critical theory perspectives challenge disparities, injustices, 

inequalities and perceived norms.

The use of critical theory perspectives is reflected in the principles of Te 
Whāriki and in guidance on how to promote equitable practices with 
children, parents and whānau
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Let’s move and have fun
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• Pick a partner

• Paper scissors rock



Te Whāriki Pg 50
questions for reflection
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How might teachers/kaiako make 

thoughtful decisions about which of 

children’s spontaneous play, 

interests, and working theories 

might be used to create curriculum 

experiences?



Back to you ….
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Articulation is important – so is communication

Communication – listening and hearing, the message is clear  

7 %  words  

38%   how we say ( tone) 

55 %  how we look 

 

The words we use matter – language is important 

Appearance/tone/words – what is their effect? 

I never said she bit my dog



Boundaries are important
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I should ………………………

I should …………………………..

Fatigue                                                 Overwhelm                                                    Guilt



Children need you to have boundaries 
so you can be present“

”



Imagine something about yourself you 
would like to be different – lets imagine 

tomorrow you have more of that.
“

5 things you will notice about your self…………….. ”
5 things your colleagues will notice about you………………………..



Now go back over the things that will be different 
and tick all that are already happening

Re-imaging your creative self in ECE 24



Bringing it together

Your beliefs and values impact on your personal life

Your beliefs and values impact on your practice
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What would you like to 

Start doing ….. Stop doing ……………. Keep doing …………..
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Summary

Te Whāriki Pg 25

Exploration :     Playing, imagining, inventing and experimenting

Mana Aoturoa:    making sense of their world by generating and refining 

work theories
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What is clearer for you now? What is your learning today? What might be different in the future?
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Haere ra
Thank you

Frances van Dillen
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