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Te kaupapa mō tāku korero i te rā nei.

Referencing what I called in 2016, “Te Whāriki’s 
promise” - preserving and enhancing children’s mana, 
showcasing children’s perspectives and contributions 
to the world, strengthening learning dispositions and 
identities – I draw from scholarship in the third 
edition of the book Weaving Te Whāriki: Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s early childhood curriculum document 
in theory and practice to raise emerging and enduring 
questions related to curriculum provision in Aotearoa 
and to showcase opportunities for the development of 
practice brought about by the framework’s revision. 
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Development 
of Te Whāriki 

and Te 
Whāriki  a te 
Kōhanga Reo

Diverse 
practice 
contexts

Te Whāriki  
in its 

international 
context

Three collections of 
writings about the 
curriculum to inform 
thinking and 
practice.
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Child agency 
and voice

(re)engageme-
nt with theory

Multiplicity of 
readings and 
mobility of 
practice 

Three themes and 
interleaved 
questions.
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Kia 
ora

Hi!

Malo e 
lelei

Kia 
orana

Talofa

Bula 
Vinaka

Fakalofa 
Atu
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How 
capable are 
we of 
actually 
addressing 
equity 
issues 
through our 
work?  Can 
we be 
critical of 
ourselves 
and our 
curriculum 
framework?
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What 
actions can 
we take to 
move 
beyond 
colonial 
guilt and 
progress a 
bicultural 
path?
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How best 
to/will you 
engage with 
Kaupapa 
Māori theory 
to advance 
bicultural 
practice?
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What 
professional 
learning 
frameworks and 
methods can 
sustain and 
grow your work?



Enduring questions part 1

▶Disconnect between aims and content of 
curriculum 

▶Definition of LOs – open to schoolification, 
disconnected from localised curric.

▶Kaiako understandings of world from Te Ao 
Māori perspective

▶Professional knowledge of kaiako
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Opportunities for development – using Te 
Whāriki to respond.
▶Engagement with each other, communities, 

and theory 
▶Definition of LOs locally will support practice
▶Plenty of offerings in Te Whāriki for learning 

from and engaging with Te Ao Māori
▶Development of kaiako professional 

knowledge can make a difference
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How are you continuing to investment in developmentalism, 
ableism, and monoculturalism in practice?



progress

change

movement

...
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What 
stories 
about 
learning 
are being 
told and 
how are 
the tools 
we’re 
using 
mediating 
them?
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How can we talk 
about our work in 
ways that preserve 
our own values and 
knowledges while 
respecting and 
learning from  those 
of others too?



Enduring questions part 2

▶Not truly local implementation (yet)
▶Partnership
▶Narrow bodies of knowledge being drawn 

from
▶Sufficiency of kaiako education (initial and 

ongoing) 
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Using the curriculum revision to push us 
beyond the status-quo.

Whakamanawanuitia | Act 
with courage

Whakakotahitanga | Act 
together and in unity

Panuitia | 
Read

Kōrerotia | 
Talk

Māharaharatia 
| Think

He tangata 
tū – He 

tangata rīrā 
– he 

tangata ora
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