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Te kaupapa mo taku korero i te ra nei.

Referencing what | called in 2016, “Te Whariki’s
promise” - preserving and enhancing children’s mana,
showcasing children’s perspectives and contributions
to the world, strengthening learning dispositions and
identities - | draw from scholarship in the third
edition of the book Weaving Te Whariki: Aotearoa
New Zealand’s early childhood curriculum document
in theory and practice to raise emerging and enduring
questions related to curriculum provision in Aotearoa
and to showcase opportunities for the development of
practice brought about by the framework’s revision.

Celebrating Northland’s Tamariki, 2020: Whakamanatia | Empowering - Whakahonotia | Connecting - Whakakahatia | Strengthenj



Aotearoa New Zealand’s early childhood curriculum framework,
Te Whariki, was recognised internationally as an innovative and
far-sighted early childhood curriculum policy text when first
published in 1996. In 2017 New Zealand’s Ministry of Education
released a ‘refreshed’ version of the framework that aimed to
both underpin the established principles Te Whariki, and to
update its content and approach for 21st century teaching and
learning in early childhood services.

This volume brings together revised and updated chapters

from earlier editions, with new chapters that demonstrate the
continuing significance of Te Whariki. The book is organised
around three themes: the development of Te Whariki and its
enduring influence; working with Te Whariki in practice contexts;
and the place of Te Whariki in the international curriculum
policy landscape.

Aotearoa New Zealand’s Early Childhood
Curriculum Document in Theory and Practice
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Teachers, educators, curriculum scholars, researchers, policy
professionals, and pre-service teachers will find this new
edition full of important insights about policy and practice

in early childhood education in Aotearoa New Zealand and
internationally.

EDITED BY

Alexandra C. Gunn and Joce Nuttall

ALEXANDRA GUNN is Associate Professor of Education at the
University of Otago College of Education. An early childhood
teacher by profession, Alex teaches and conducts research into
many aspects of early childhood education, including curriculum,
assessment, teachers’ beliefs, and practice.

JOCE NUTTALL is a Research Professor in the Institute for
Learning Sciences and Teacher Education in the Faculty of
Education at Australian Catholic University. Joce's research
interests are in early childhood policy, workforce, and the
continuing professional development of early childhood teachers.
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Preparedness to implement
Te Whariki (2017)

June 2019
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Awareness and confidence to work
With Te Whérikl Education Review Office
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July 2018
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Engaging with Te Whariki (2017)

November 2018
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Kotahi te kakano,
he nui nga hua o te rakau.

A tree comes from one seed
but bears many fruit.
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Enduring questions part 1

» Disconnect between aims and content of
curriculum

» Definition of LOs - open to schoolification,
disconnected from localised curric.

» Kaiako understandings of world from Te Ao
Maori perspective

» Professional knowledge of kaiako
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Opportunities for development - using Te
Whariki to respond.

» Engagement with each other, communities,
and theory

» Definition of LOs locally will support practice

» Plenty of offerings in Te Whariki for learning
from and engaging with Te Ao Maori

» Development of kaiako professional
knowledge can make a difference
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Enduring questions part 2

» Not truly local implementation (yet)

» Partnership

» Narrow bodies of knowledge being drawn
from

» Sufficiency of kaiako education (initial and
ongoing)
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Using the curriculum revision to push us
beyond the status-quo.

Panuitia |
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